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INTRODUCTION
Rayner Davies Architects have many years experience working in the
community and voluntary sectors. We aim to work in a collaborative
way with clients and end users to create socially sustainable projects.
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Our range of experience enables us to enhance the value of a project,
from the development of a robust brief and feasibility studies, through to
monitoring works on site and post occupancy evaluation, we are able
to support you at every stage of your journey and ensure your project
achieves the best outcome for your users.
We have a diverse team of architects and technicians and take pride
in delivering high quality architecture that serves its community. We
understand the budget constraints that such projects often face and are
able to work critically and creatively to develop spaces that uplift and
inspire.

www.rd-architects.co.uk

info@rd-architects.co.uk

We hope you find the projects in this brochure interesting and if we
can assist with any project that you might be considering now or in the
future, please do not hesitate to give us a call.

@raynerdavies

raynerdaviesarchitects

RaynerDaviesArchitects
cover image: Newark and Sherwood YMCA Community
and Activity Village - Interior visualisation

YOUR PROJECT
We work with our clients to deliver architecture
that unlocks a project’s potential. We listen
closely to your requirements, responding
intelligently to provide the best possible design
for the end user. Good design adds value to a
project and we believe in letting ideas lead the
search for the best architectural result.

OUR DESIGN ETHOS
We are committed to architecture that prioritises
people and place, working creatively to develop
quality spaces. A comprehensive collective
knowledge across our talented team, enables
us to deliver inventive solutions to complex
problems across a variety of contexts and scales.

YMCA SPORTS & COMMUNITY VILLAGE
Newark and Sherwood District Council selected
Nottinghamshire YMCA as its partner for their
new Sports and Community Village in the heart
of Newark. Plans include a cycling track, multiuse all-weather sports pitches and a six-lane fullsize athletics track endorsed by England Athletics.
The plans also show five-a-side pitches, a skate
park and a stadium football pitch. The project is
designed to be used by the whole community;
alongside the YMCA, we believe in a holistic
approach to sports and family activity.
At the heart of the development is a community
building, which will be home to a large family
friendly cafe and function rooms. Specialist
facilities within the community building provide
space for children’s activities including dance,
music-production and pottery, as well as accredited
hospitality and catering training schemes.
The plans also incorporate an adult education
programme and a nursery.

This project is grant aided with assistance from
the Ministry of Housing, Communities & Local
Government Towns Fund

Client
Date
Sector
Value
Location
Architect

Nottinghamshire YMCA
Start on Site: Dec 2020
Sports
£18m
Newark, Nottinghamshire
Chris Goodwin
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NOTTINGHAM MENCAP
Rayner Davies Architects were appointed
by Nottingham Mencap in 2019 to provide
architectural services for the refurbishment,
alteration and extension of an existing community
centre, re-purposing it for their main offices and
day centre for a range of activities for their service
users.

We have developed an outline specification for
both staff and service users in mind, understanding
the impacts that lighting, acoustics, patterns,
texture and other sensory stimuli can have on
service users, whilst keeping in mind the level of
durability and potential exposure to damage that
certain areas may to be subject to.

We have worked closely with Mencap to develop
the brief that supports them in delivering their
vision as a charity by support people with
learning disabilities or autism to have ‘choice
and independence, the freedom to live, learn and
grow.’ RDA developed the brief for the project
following Mencap’s internal consultation, we
visited their existing premises to understand what
works well and what improvements could be
made and ran through a typical weekly cycle of
activities.

The scheme has been ‘road tested’ by the
operations team at Mencap to ensure each space
is working efficiently. We have worked closely
with a cost consultant and project manager
to develop the scheme to budget and will be
developing the proposals for planning early 2021.
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The resulting scheme aims to re-organise and
extend an existing community centre to provide
a diverse range of activities for Mencap’s service
users. The design is organised around a central
communal café space which connects to a range
of activities, including an IT suite, a sensory room,
a function hall, arts rooms, a gym, music room as
well as services and offices.
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1. ©RDA Consultant Architects. Drawing not for construction. All dimensions
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2. All survey information by others. Check all dimensions on site. Site
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3. This drawing is intended for use by the commissioning client only. RDA do
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SUPPORTIVE HOUSING
Nottinghamshire YMCA provides temporary
supported accommodation for vulnerable young
people and adults across Nottinghamshire and
the East Riding of Yorkshire. Operating under a
multi-stage programme of resettlement, they help
individuals to regain their independence and
reach their full life potential.
The accommodation they provide varies for
differing service users: young people with
behavioural difficulties, emergency housing,
transitional homes and children’s residential
care. More recently they have seen an increasing
demand for residential care for children up to
the age of 11 with complex needs. In 2017 they
asked Rayner Davies to assist them in delivering
a number of sites where this care could be
delivered.
The format is a small number of family sized
dwellings, each four or five beds, arranged
around a central courtyard. Additional managers
facilities and a day care centre would also be
provided.
The overriding design brief was to create an
environment distinct from the typical institutional
environments with which many of the children

would be familiar, and provide a warm and
welcoming place, with amble space for them to
grow and engage with support services.
As of late 2020 work continues on finding suitable
sites with a wish to complete the first units early
2022.

Client
Date
Sector
Location
Architect

Nottinghamshire YMCA
Ongoing
Assisted Living
Various locations throughout Nottinghamshire
Chris Goodwin

NOTTINGHAMSHIRE YMCA
Following the redevelopment of Trinity Square
into a mixed-use residential and retail quarter,
a natural opportunity arose to re-think the use
of the existing building that had been the home
of Nottinghamshire YMCA for many years. The
retail heart of the City had shifted northwards; it
was felt that a retail offer fronting Shakespeare
Street was now viable. This in turn allowed for
substantial improvements and an expansion of the
residential accommodation to the upper floors. A
new gym was also included.

In the common areas, circulation was rationalised
with improved accessibility to improve inclusivity.
Consultation and meeting rooms were created
including spaces for group work and therapy.
New training kitchens were added to encourage
self-sufficiency.

Energy saving measures, using the fabric first
approach, including window replacements
and thermal upgrades were undertaken as was
extensive upgrading and replacement of aging
services including some particularly sensitive
Important elements of the Grade II Listed Art elements of the building.
Deco building were sympathetically refurbished,
enabling future retail tenants to utilise these as The work was undertaken in two phases over
part of their fit out to achieve interesting and 2 years. Rayner Davies were Lead Consultant,
relevant shop units. The redevelopment of the with a team of talented M&E, Structural and Cost
building also included the remodelling of the Consultants to bring the project in on budget
main entrance and office accommodation to and on time. The project was procured using a
upgrade the standard of public and private traditional contract with Rayner Davies acting
facilities. Works to improve disabled access to the as contract administrator and responsible for
quality monitoring. The project was well received
common areas were also included.
by clients and the YMCA and was awarded a
A total of 98 client rooms were either improved or Nottingham Civic Society Commendation.
created to a high standard of finish with durable
fixtures, fittings and equipment. Where possible,
en-suite facilities were added.

Client
Budget
Date
Sector
Location
Architect

Nottinghamshire YMCA
£2.5m
2009
Heritage/Conversion
Nottingham
Chris Goodwin

ALL SAINTS CENTRE
New Deal for Communities acquired the Grade II
listed All saint’s Community Centre for the local
parish in the summer of 2005 with the intention
of refurbishing the existing facilities. Half of the
building was a number of small workshop units,
the majority of which are let to local community
groups, and the other half was a substantial
community hall. Unfortunately the building
had suffered from some neglect, requiring a
substantial overhaul of the internal and external
fabric. The completed building was let to the
Nottinghamshire YMCA as a base for their Healthy
Living Programme. More recently it has reverted
back to a place of worship, The Covenant
Restoration Assembly (CRA) Nottingham being
the current occupant.
The project was awarded a Civic Society
commendation in 2007.

Client
Budget
Date
Sector
Location
Architect

New Deal for Communities
£821K
Completed 2007
Community
Nottingham
Steve Rayner

BESTWOOD PARK CHURCH
In 2018 Rayner Davies Architects attended a
community event hosted by Bestwood Park Church
in collaboration with Business in the Community
around tackling food poverty with a number of
charities and private sector representatives. The
Church has regularly been hosting a ‘social cafe’
called Bestop Kitchen which provides hot meals
for the community using food donations from
local supermarkets and other food suppliers.

a brief in collaboration with the client for a two
phased programme of development that would
allow for the continued operation of the church
and community spaces.

The design maximises land use of the site and a
careful solar study was undertaken to demonstrate
the minimal impact the development would have
on neighbouring residential properties, whilst
pushing out as far as practical to the property
The success of this initiative, in conjunction boundary.
with a number of other community groups and a
growing congregation that use the space promoted Planning permission has been granted and the
the church to explore options for extending and Church are currently developing grant funding
applications based on the approval.
remodelling their existing building.

To understand the needs to the community we
attended a community consultation, in which
plans were presented to the community. From this
we developed an understanding of how different
community organisations functioned and their
space requirements, as well as understanding the
concerns of local residents. We then developed
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Bestwood Park Church
£2.3m
Ongoing
Community / Faith
Bestwood Estate, Nottingham
Matthew Vicary
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Rayner Davies were appointed to carry out
feasibility and planning stage design services to
explore ways to increase the capacity of the offer
to the local community.
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BESTOP KITCHEN
Weekly community kitchen, with volunteers serving between 60 and 90 residents,
image source Nottingham Post

BESTWOOD CHRISTMAS LAUNCH EVENT
Community event attended by over 500 local residents throughout the day

BESTWOOD CHRISTMAS LAUNCH EVENT
Community event attended by over 500 local residents throughout the day

NTU ARCHITECTURE STUDENTS
Present proposals to the Church. Image source: NTU

Storage

Kitchen
Kitchen

Unisex
WC

Unisex
WC

Skylight
over

Skylight
over

Large Hall

Chancel

Servery hatch
with roller shutter

Small Hall

120 seated capacity

High level windows
blocked up

20m2

Skylight
over

80 seated capacity
1:21 slope

Skylight
over

Skylight
over

Skylight
over

Meeting
Room

Meeting
Room

Stage

Storage

20m2

Kitchen Store
Choir

Storage

+97,770
Level access
threshold

+97,770
Level access
threshold

1:21 slope

+98,870
R/W Ht
Existing boundary
fence retained

Solid partition at high level for
acoustic separation between halls

Phase 2 Works

Alterations & Refurbishment to existing
Church Building

Phase 1 Works
New Build Extension

01 Ground Floor Plan - Proposed
NOTES

1:100

-

First Issue

Existing wall retained
Proposed new wall
Legal Info

1. ©RDA Consultant Architects. Drawing not for construction. Do not scale
from this drawing in either paper or digital form. Use written dimensions
only. All dimensions are given in millimeters unless otherwise stated.
2. All survey information by others. Check all dimensions on site. Site
boundaries to be confirmed by client solicitors with reference to title deeds.
3. This drawing is intended for use by the commissioning client only. RDA do
not assume any liability to any third party for the information herein.

5m

1m

10m

JOB TITLE

REVISIONS

Key

0

16/11/28

MJV

RaynerDaviesArchitects

Bestwood Park Church
Extension

Nottingham

DWG TITLE

Kent

2 St. Peter's Gate
Nottingham
NG1 2JG

Ground Floor Plan
Proposed

01159473859
www.rd-architects.co.uk
DATE

16/11/18
DWG NO.

BY

CHECKED BY

MJV
REV.

2521(08)003 -

STATUS

Planning

A2

